| PREACHED (in Part) before 


The Ricur Wonxs nir u 


The Dean of the ARCHES, 


AND THE 


REVEREND the CL E R G 7 


OF THE 
Duanury of HO R E HA M 
| Afſernbled in VisiTATION at Sevenoaks, in K E NT. 
On ra the 21ſt D of May, . 


OY D * — 


— 
Rev. HENRY PIERS, A. M. 


Vicar of the Pariſh of Bexley ; ſometime Student of Trinity-College, Dublin. . 
Author of two Letters in Defence of our preſent a 


| 5 the Time will co come, when Men will not ks Ad  Dotrine. Gal. iv. 16. 
Ani I Ae 3 Enemy, becauſe I tell you the Trub ? Gal. v. 16. 


888 


— i — 


Tur FIFTH EDITION. MT 


2» N — 
, — wth — — — 6—— 


. N 
printed and ſold by M. Lewis, in Paternoſter- Row, near — 


- = ee diffs — — a _ — — 5 


2CCͥͤͥĩ ³ ²böb HOKHOK HORN NO 


TO TA 


 RrvereND the CLERGY who met in VisiTATION at Seyvencats in 


KENT, on Friday, May 21, 1744. 


Reverend BRETHREN, 


I. S this Diſcourſe 2 great Offence when it was delivered, and has been ſince much miſ. 


repreſented by ſome of the Audience, I am obliged publickly to ſubmit it to the Judg- 


ment of all thoſe who regard the holy Scripture, and pay a due Deference to the Conſtitution of 


our Engliſb Church. 


II. The Particulars of the Offence, which was ſhewn at the Time of its being delivered, 
(though I believe unprecedented) I chuſe to conceal, as far as it lies in my Power. And J hear- 
tily wiſh they had been leſs public; that they might have been wholly concealed for ever. 


III. I have little more to add, but that as Chriſtianity in general is at the loweſt Ebb, I ſin- 
cerely wiſh we might all join in earneſtly praying and wreſtling with God for the Refloration of 
it: That we might all endeavour, both by our 3 and Living, (through the Strength of 
Go, who is with us alauays unto the End) to revive a truly piritual Religion, a Religion holy 
and undefiled: an iz4vard Religion, converting the Soul, and filling it with all the Fruits of the 


Spirit. And as our own Church, in particular, is ſurrounded with Enemies on every Side, (no ” 


lefs formidable than thoſe of the Church of Rome, whom yet we ſeem to dread alone) ſince ſhe is 


| ſurrounded not only with Infidels profeſt, and with the notoriouſly Ungodly of all Denominations ; 
but alſo with the Godly unreneaued, with the religious Men, the goed Chriſtians (ſo called ;) who yet 


overlook the great End of all Religion, the Reftoration of the fallen Nature: Who are content with 
ſach a Faith, as neither purifies the Heart nor works by Love, but allows them to ſerve both Gop 
and Mammon: Since, notwithſtanding the Purity of her Con/?itution, this is, generally, the State 
of the Members of our Church: Should we not all pray to be enabled to renew her Goſpel-Spirit, 
to recal the Spirit of her godly Reformers; and to defend her by preaching and practiſing her 
Doctrines, the ſame that were once delivered to the Saints. Let us but uſe the Weapons ſhe herſelf 
puts into our Hands, and the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt her; againſt thoſe of her 
Communion, I mean, who believe and live, what ſhe hath taught. | 


IV. Ought we not eſpecially to preſs upon our People the Doctrines of the gth, 10th, 11th, 
12th, 13th, and 18th Articles? And to read and to expound to them the following Homilies, 


peculiarly neceſſary for the pręſent Times: Of the Reading and Knowledge of the holy Scriptures ; 


Of the Miſery of Mankind, and of his Condemnation 10 Death everlaſting through his own Sin; Of the 
Salvation of Mankind by only Chrift aur Saviour from Sin (here) and everlaſiing Damnation ( here- 
after) ; Of the true and living Chriftian Faith; Of good Works annexed to Faith; Of Chriſtian Love 


and Charity; The Beginning of the Homily of god Works, and firſt of Faſting; Of the Nativity for 


_ Chriſtmas; Of the Paſſion for Good-Friday ; Of the Reſurection for Eafter-Day; Of the Coming-down 


of the Holy Ghoſt for Whitſunday ; The Homily for Rogaticn-Week; For them avho take Offence at cer- 


rain Places of Scripture ; For Repentance and true Reconciliation with God. 


V. To make up for the many Deficiencies in this Diſcourſe, I heartily recommend to all, Laity 
as well as Clergy, Mr. Law's earne/? and ſerious Anfever to Dr. Trapp's Diſcourſe on the Folly, 
Sin, and Danger of being righteous overruch. May God bleſs both it and this to all into whoſe 
Hands they may fall! For let the World think what it will of me, ay Heart's Defire and Prayer to 


Ged for Iſrael (that 1/rael, which even yet ignorant of Gov's Righteouſneſs goeth about o 


eſtabliſh its own) is, that they may be /aved. 
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Let e man ſp account of us, as of the miniſters of Chrijt and flewards of the 


myſteries of God. 


counted of? Are we 
miniſters of Chriſt and 
* A * 27 ſtewards of the myſte- 


X i * ries of Gop? Yea 
„ KKKK 


us, my brethren, as are 


. K NNT IN called of Gop as was 


Aaron: As many of us as believe in our hearts 
that the Holy Ghoſt has made us overſeers to 


feed the church of God, which he has purchaſed 


with his own blood: as many of us as, inthe 


ſincerity of our hearts, have anſwered theſe 


- weighty queſtions : Do you truſt that you are 
inwardly moved by the Holy Ghoſt to take 
upon you this office and adminiſtration; to 


ſerve God for the promoting of his glory, and 


the edifying of his people ? Do you think that 


you are truly called according to the will of our 


| Lord Jeſus Chriſt—to the miniſtry of the church? 


And this, I hope, as many of us as are ſo called, 
have ſeriouſly weighed and deeply conſidered ; 


left we ſhould be found unfaithful to the great- 
t charge that ever 


eſt truſt, the moſt importan 
was, or indeed, (I may dare to ſay) can be 


committed by Gop to man. 


2. For know we not that the prieſthood, 
whereunto we are ordained, is the very prieſt. 
hood of Chrift himſelf ? That the office of eve- 
ry chriſtian paſtor is the office of Chriſt ? (John 


| xxi. 15, 16.) even to feed his lambs and 
| theep with the ſame divine and powerful word 


as he did? that our buſineſs now is the fame 
as his was, even through his power (Gen. 


| Hil. 15.) to bruiſe the ſerpent's head in man? 
is it not our office (2 Cor. vi. 1.) to work toge- 
ther with him; to labour, (Gal. iv. 19.) yea 
to travail in pain, till Chriſt, who is the image 


of Gop, be formed in thoſe, who (having 


loſt it in the general fall) are committed to our 


charge? Is not our function an authoritative 


commiſſion to miniſter in holy things? (Rom. i. 


1.) a ſeparation unto the goſpel of God from 


the world; its buſineſs, its honours, its plea- 


ſures ? An ordination of men in things per- 
taining to Go? which every one who has re- 


doubtleſs: as many of 


Moreover it is required in ſtewards, that a man be found faithful. 


1. XY IE KRE we ſo to be ac- 
1 xene 


ceived may ſay, (Col. i. 25, 26, 27.) „ Tam 
«© made a miniſter to fulfil the word of Gon, 
«© that myſtery hid from 4 and from gene- 


4 rations, but now made manifeſt to his 


& ſaints! even CHRIST ix YOU THE HOPE OF 


„ Goar.“ 


3. Taking it for granted then, that our mi- 
niſtry is a continuation of Chriſt's own office 
and prieſthood upon earth; I ſhall (by his 
aſſiſtance by whom a diſpenſation of the goſpel 
is committed to us), . 


iſt, Brieſty obſerve the importance of the 
character we bear, as miniſters of Chriſt, and 
ſtewards of the myſteries of Gop; wherein is 


implied the faithfulneſs that is required of us: 


| 2dly, Deſcribe the doctrines we ſhould teach, 


the tempers we ſhould be of, and the lives we 


ſhould lead, who bear this character: and 
 3dly, Enquire whether we do preach theſe 
doctrines, and hade ſuch tempers, and lead 
ſuch lives. | 3 | 


And 1ſt, I am briefly to obſerve the impor- 
tance of the character we bear, as miniſters of 


_ Chrift, and ſtewards of the myſteries of God. 


To ſhew this, our Lord the firſt time he ap- 
peared publickly after his reſurrection, preſents 


himſelf to thoſe whom he had choſe, and ap- 


pointed for this office and miniſtry : he ſo- 
lemnly tells them, (Matt. xxviii. 18. All 
power is given to me in heaven and earth; 
and in that power commiſſions them in theſe 
words, (John xx. 21.) As my Father hath ſent 
me, ſo fend I you. As if he had ſaid, I 
„ ſend you to execute the ſame prieſthood on 
« earth, which I, who am a prieſt for ever, 
* execute in heaven: and if ye go out in my 
« ſtrength only, and ſimply look unto me, 
« whatſoever ye do in my Name, I will rati. 


« fy and confirm it. (Matt. xviii. 18.) What- 


« ſoever ye ſhall bind on earth ſhall be bound 
« in heaven; and whatſoever ye ſhall looſe 


« on earth, ſhall be looſed in heaven. And 


« lo! Iam with you and your ſucceſſors, al- 
« ways, even unto the end of the Werd. G0 
| | | "MM Ve 


the 


(4) 


« ye therefore in this my ſtrength, (for do 
„ not I ſend you?) and preach the goſpel to 
«« every creature. Declare unto men my Fa- 
« ther's one decree concerning them: He that 
ve believeth ſhall be ſaved, and he that believ- 
« eth not ſhall be damned. And publiſh the 
« glad tidings of ſalvation to the whole loſt 
« race; that his promiſe may accordingly be 
* fulfilled, and in me all nations of the earth 
<« be bleſſed. Go ye then MATHEETEUSATE 
«© KATA TA ETHNEE, Make all nations my diſ- 
« ciples by baptizing them, by waſhing away 
« both the guilt and defilement of the fallen na- 
© ture; by baptizing them out of the nature of 
« Satan, whereinto they are now fallen *, into 
« the Name or Nature of the Father, and 
1 of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt.” 
2. And in how awful a manner did the great 

Apoſtle and high Prieſt of our Profeſſion confer 
this venerable Office, this high Authority on 
the firſt miniſters he ſent forth ! When he had 
faid this, he breathed on them and ſaid, Receive 
ye the Holy Ghoſt: Words not without cauſe, 
_ retained by our Church, and which have as real- 
ly imparted the Holy Gholt unto US alſo! un- 
leſs (with the World, which never could yet 
receive him) we have believed theſe to be vain 

words; unleſs we have been guilty of the moſt 
profane mockery of Gon, an 
| ſolemn occaſion. But indeed, my Brethren, ac- 
cording to our faith, fo hath it been unto us. 
And according as we have received him or not, 
ſo have we met with a Bleſſing or a Curſe ; fo 
have we offered holy or ſtrange fire unto the 
Lord : So have we preached with Power, or 
with none Effect: So- have our Labours been 
ſucceſsful or without ſucceſs : So have we our- 
ſelves felt the power of the Word, or ſpoke 
with unaffected lips the dead letter only (2 Cor. 
iii, 6.) So, in a word, have we converted ma- 
ny, or few, or none at all from the power of 
Satan unto Gov. | 

3. It is by receiving the Holy Ghoſt, that e- 

very Miniſter of Chriſt (not only thoſe who were 
firſt ordained of him) is an Apoſtle; that is, one 
ſent of God, or a v (Philip. ii. 25.) 
to declare his terms of faith and repentance to 
people: One ſent by the power and accord- 
ing to the will of Gop; not by the will of his 


| parents, or his own; but by Jeſus Chriſt, and 


that for © the work of the miniſtry, for the per- 


« feRing of the ſaints, for the edifying the Bo- 
« dy of Chriſt.” And of every ſuch ſteward, it 


Ee —w—y 


divides the Wo 


to thoſe who are heirs of 


that on the moſt 


cannot but be required, that he be found faith- 
ful, Mg KAPEELEVON, MEEDE DOLON TON 
LOGON TOU THEOU! not eorrupting, or cau- 
ponizing the Word of Gos ! not mixing, adul« 
terating or ſoftening it, in order to reconcile it 
to the taſte of a crooked and perverſe genera- 
tion : not handling it deceitfully for filthy lucre- 
ſake ; not proſtituting it to by-ends, to the vile 

urpoſes of gaining earthly things; profit or 

onour, or preferment : for this is the apoſtle's 
words (Rom. xvi. 18.) is to ſerve our own bel- 
lies, to preach ourſelves, and not Chriſt Jeſus 


the Lord (2 Cor. iv. 5.) A faithful ſteward has 


a ſingle eye to the Glory of Him that ſent him! 
and as of ſincerity, as of Gov in the ſight of 
God, ſpeaks he in Chriſt. Having the word of 
reconciliation committed to him, he deals it out 
prudently, and with all his power; according 
to the ſeveral exigences of his Flock he rightly 
of Truth : And with all that 
ability which Gop alone giveth, he miniſters 
vation. Yea, as an 
ambaſſador of Chriſt, he is continually crying 
to ſinners : (2 Cor. v. 18, 19, 20, 21.) Be ye 
reconciled to Gop: For Gon (he has power 
and commandments to tell them) is reconciled 
to them ; as he was in Chriſt! not imputing 
their treſpaſſes unto them ; for they are already 
imputed to Chriſt (Ia. liii. 5, 6.) as his Righte- 
ouſneſs is to every Believer: (Rom. iv, 22, 2 Jo 
24+) for he made Him fin, who knew no fin, 
to this very intent, that (2 Cor. v. 21.) we 
might be made the righteouſneſs of Gop in 


him. GS 
Very many are the other paſſages in holy 
writ, which ſet ſorth the importance of, and 
conſequently imply the neceſſity of Faithfulneſs 
in the miniſterial Stewardſhip. 
But I haſten ſecondly, to deſcribe (as the 
t inſtances of our faithfulneſs to Gov here- 
in) the doctrines we ſhould teach, the tempers 
we ſhould be of, and the lives we ſhould lead, 
who bear this character. | 
1. And firſt, as to the doctrines we ſhould 
h. If our venerable Mother has not out- 
ived her authority among us? if a very humane 
and polite education has not lifted us up above 
her ſpiritual ſimplicity: Let us collect our doc- 
trines from our own excellent church; for ſhe 
has collected them for us from the word of truth; 
not barely to ſubſcribe them with pen and ink, 
but to ſubſeribe our hearts to them: She has 
collected the heads of ſound doctrine, to be 


taught, 


— — 
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taught, both by our preaching and living, to 
our people. 

2. And here, not to go through her primitive 
liturgy, (every petition of which teaches as well 
as prays) let us conſider a few (as the time 
permits) of her articles and homilies. 

4 She lays the foundation of all our doctrines 
and practice, in the faith of a Trinity of perſons, 
in the one undivided Godhead : And this ſhe 
propoſes, not as a bare ſpeculative truth, (as 
too many alas! receive it, who profeſs to be- 
lieve the Trinity in Unity, but indeed are with- 
cout Gop in the world) but as the ſource or 
firſt principle of life and holineſs in us; in Us, 
who by nature are dead to God, (in conſequence 
of his juſt threat, Gen. ii. 17.) and full of all 


uncleanneſs. If then we mark the doctrine of 


the Trinity aright, we preach what each perſon 
is to us, even Gop the Father, our Father, who 
not only created us at firſt in his own image, but 
_ when we had loſt this, provided for a new crea- 


be born over again in his Son Jeſus Chriſt ; that 


every individual of that nature, might be capa- 
ble of being born again by faith, or created a- 


new in Chriſt Jeſus. This the apoſtle means, 
| Where he ſays, (Cor. v. 17.) If any man be in 


Chriſt, (that is, if any man be a true chriſtian) 


he is a new creature, old things are paſt away, 
| behold! all things are become new. On ac- 
count of this double creation, (the latter effected 
only in the true believer) God hath a double 
claim, if we are his children, to our hearts; yea, 
to all our love and obedience. 

4- Again, if Gop the Son is preached aright, 
he is not repreſented as a Saviour at a diſtance, 
much leſs one that is to fave us from the puniſh- 
ment of ſin only, that ſo we may ſecurely live 
in it: but as a preſent Saviour, and as being 
therefore called Jeſus, becauſe he faves his peo- 
ple (believers) From their fins. He is preached as 
the promiſe of the Father, thro* whom Satan is 
now bruiſed in the believer; and in whom he 


now receives the atonement, or reconciliation 


rather, as the Greek word KA TALLAOGEE (Rom. 
v. 11.) ſhould be tranſlated. | 
ling us to God are preached (if preached aright) 
as having their preſent effect upon us! viz. that 
He was conceived, born, lived, ſuffered, died, 
roſe again, and aſcended into heaven! to the in- 
tent, that he may be conceived and (Gal. iv. 19.) 
formed in us : that we may be born again, (John 
iii. 3.) born of the Spirit as well as water, (verſe 
| | B 


** 
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* * 
N | 


(3) x * 


him continually dwell. 
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5.) for this latte, ſays our church, is but the 
outward ſign: the inward fpiritual grace that 
makes us truly chriſtians is a death unto'ſin, and 
a new birth unto righteouſneſs. ¶ ſce church ca- 
zechi/m.) That having been baptized with John's 
baptiſm, the baptiſm of repentance, (Matt. iii. 
11.) that is, a deep ſelf· knowledge, or ſpiritual 
conviction of fin ; we may (feeling our want of 
a Saviour) come to him to be reſtored, to be 
renewed, or baptized with the Holy Ghoſt and 
with fire; with grace and love: that we may 
live (as he did) a ſelf-denying life, continually 
mortifying all our evil and corrupt affeCtions :— 
that we may take up our croſs daily and follow 
him, till we are crucified with him: — that we 
may die to ſin, and riſe again with kim, to 
newneſs of life—And that in heart and mind, 
we may thither aſcend where he is, and wich 


6. Yet again; our church direQs us to de- ; 


ſcribe the Holy Ghoſt, as the Lord and giver 
tion, by cauſing the whole deſtroy'd nature, to 


of life to a dead world — as ſent by the Father 
and the Son. („ee Nicene creed); receiving of 
theirs, and ſhewing it unto men——as tho 
Comforter (ſee collect for Whit-Sungay) of the 
poor in Spirit, the mourners after G09 
as the cleanſer of our hearts by his inſpiration, 
(ee collect at the beginning of the communion- ce! 
—as in all things directing, ruling, moving, 
filling them (/ee collect fer 19th Sunday after Tri- 


nity, and Conſecratien-office). Farneſtly chere fre 


are we to withſtand thoſe, who ſpeak as if there 
were no Holy Ghoſt ; with whom the inſpiration 
of the bleſſed Spirit, (/ee the fifth Sunday after 
Eaſter ) the receiving the Holy Ghoſt, (/e Ord:- 
zation-office.) the feelings in ourſelves the migh- 
ty workings of the Spirit of CRISr, ¶ ſce the 1715 
Article); Nis dwelling in us, the N . 
and increaſing daily more and more in the Holy 

Spirit, (which is every truly — chriſtian's 
right *and privilege) are denied, exploded, 11- 
diculed! the laſt efforts, theſe . of that blaſphe · 
ming ſpirit ſpoken of by St. Peter! blaſphemy 
reſerved for theſe dregs of time wherein all man- 
ner of fin and iniquity (the genuine fruits of 


: that helliſh ſpirit) overflow our land as a flood. 
5 . And the ſeveral ſteps he took in reconci- 


7. The ſcriptures given by inſpiration of God, 
our church wills us, in the next place to recom- 
mend to all; and to exhort them to a diligent 


uſe thereof, as being able to make them wiſe 


unto falvation: provided they be read or heard 


with the ſpirit they were wrote, with ſimplicity 


of heart and deep humility. And though the 
„knowledge of ſcripture (ſays ſhe) be great, 


„large 


_— 


£28 ear. 


* Read the while ice for confirmation. OZ! that this erdiuance xvere adniliſtred parect ially e ce 


large and high, yet the door into them is very 
low; ſo that the high and arrogant man can- 
not run in; but he muſt ſtoop low and hum- 
* ble himſelf that ſhall enter into it: and they 
only read them to profit, who are turned into 

them, who are moſt inſpired with the Holy 

Ghoſt in reading them, who in heart and life 
are altered and changed into that thing which 
& they read.” (read the firſt homily.) 

8. From hence ſhe willeth us to teach our peo- 
ple their miſerable and damnable ſtate by nature; 
to ſhew them their fall in Adam, in whom all 
die; (in order to beget in them a ſenſe of the ne- 
ceſſity of their reſurrection to ſpiritual life in Jeſus 

Chriſt) — to ſhew them, that as his offspring, 
they are conceived and born in fin; that their in- 
ward parts are very wickedneſs; inſomuch that, 


till they are born again, every imagination cf the 


thoughts of their hearts is only evil continually, 
(Gen. vi. 5.7.)—to ſhew them, that this original 
or birth-ſin + whereby they are very far gone 
from original righteouſneſs, in every man born 
into the world, deſerveth Go»'s wrath and 
damnation:“ Article q.) and all this to awa- 
den them, to apprize thera of their danger, and 
roint cut unto them their want of a Saviour, 
that to they may come to Chriſt, as they are, for 
that he receiveth ſinners! and whoſoever com- 
eh to kim weary and lcavy laden, he will in 
0 i caſt out, (John vi. 37.) 


9. To take down vet more the pride of vain 


man, always ambitious to jultify himſelf, ſhe 
welbeth us to ſhow farther 3; that man cannot by 
nature fo much as think a good thought; that if 
d any time ſuch an one comes into our hearts, 
it is not of nature, but of Grace z it is the draw- 
ig of the Father unto the Son, without which 
7.3 man cometh unto him, (Join vi. 44.) For 
*« taatthe condition of man ſince the fall of dam 
is ſuch, that he cannot turn and prepare him- 
olf, by his own natural ſtrength or good works, 
** for faith and calling upon Gob: wherefore 
we have no power to do good works, without 


the grace of God by Chriſt preventing us that 
wie may have a good will, and working with 


* 
e vs when we have that good will.” Art. 10.) 


10. We are more eſpecially to labour under 
car Great High Prieſt, us to convince men of 
this fin, the not believing ia him, (ſohn xvi. 8, 
v. Rom. xi. 32.) fo let them Eno.v, that nothing 
tney do can purchaſe Gop's frour either in 
whole or in part, (Rom. iii. 24. Tit. iii. 5.) 
For ſurely there can be no work of any mortal 
man (be he never fo holy) that ſhall be cou- 
pled in merits with Chritt's moſt holy AQ.” 
( Honily Good Fiidag) To juſtiiy a ſinner; to 

** new create him from a wicked perſon to a 


„ righteous man (that is, a belicver in Chris) 


(6) 


« 15 a greater act than to make ſuch a new bea- 


ven and earth, as is already made.” {Homily 
for Regation Week). If ſo: where is the room for 
thy good works, O vain man! in the Almighty 
affair of juſtification? Learn then to look upon 
them in their proper light; «As the fruits of that 
“faith, whereby Gop has juſtified thee; and 
that as ſuch only are they acceptable to him ; 


“ righteous before God) only for the merit of 


Sour Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt by faith. 
(Article 11th, aud Homily on juſtification.) 
11. This faith we are taught to deſcribe, as a 


«© promiſes, to be ſaved from everlaſting dam- 
nation by Chriſt:“ Or, * a ſure truſt and con- 


ſalvation of mankind. ) | 
12. Now all works what 


ing) be they never ſo naturally good, or moral; 
+ All good works before we ha 

before the inſpiration of Chriſt's Spirit, are 
* not pleaſing to God, (ſays our church) nei- 
« ther do they make men meet (O! death 


'« ſtroke to the pride of all human merit!) to 
receive grace: Vea, rather for that they are 
not done as Gov hath willed and commanded 


« them to be done, (chat is, in faith and love) 


« we doubt not but that they have the nature 
« of fin.” Art. 13th.) And if any man denz 
this, or, „If any man preſume to ſay, that 


“ every*man ſhall be ſaved by the law or ſect 
« which he profeſſes, fo that he be diligent to 


&« frame his life, according to that law and the 
c“ light of nature, they are (by all who regard 


the judgment of our church) to be held accurſed: 


« ſecing holy ſcripture doth ſet out unto us ox- 


« LY the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, whereby men 


«© muſt he ſaved. ( Art. 18.) 


13. Thoſe, doubtleſs, our church ſpeaks of . 


chiefly, (for what have we to do to judge thote 
that are without?) who, living under the mid- 


day ſun of the goſpel, ſhut their eyes to it; ard 


light up the glimmering taper of their own rea- 
Hn and natural underſtanding to walk by. Now 
although this one talent, wich all men have, 
but which mot (with the unprofitable ſervant, 
Matt. xxv. 14.) a>eſe; may give ſome check 
to the torrent of outward ſin; although it may 
be of uſe in civil life, and keep us tolerably ſa- 


cial, tolerably decent, till we ſhall accept of re- 


velation: Yet let all men know it can do 0 
more; nor did Gop deſign it ſhould. Iis in 
Chriſt alone that all things are reconciled. In 

bia 


and that thou art juſtified, (that is, accounted 
and not for thy own works and deſervings.” 
ſure truſt and confidence in God's merciful 


| fidence that our ſins are forgiven us, and we 
« reconciled to the favour of Gop.” (Homily on 
ſoever, ſeem they f 
never ſo ſpecious outwardly, (Sermon on good. 
evorks ; and hemily on good works, and firſt of fa/?- 


ve this faith, 


— y 


is , 


"077. 


him are all the treaſures of wiſdom and know- 


ledge to reſtore all things upon earth {Rom. viii. 
22.) fallen with fallen man. *Tis Chriſt who 
is now the reſurrection and the life to the foul 
of man dead in fin, (Eph. i. 1.) for verily the 
hour now is, when the dead may hear the voice 
of the Son of Gov, and they that hear, that 


have ears to hear, ſhall live, (John v. 25.) In 


a word, nothing can reftore Gop's Microcoſm 
fallen to ruin, but the great peemiouRGos 
himſelf: nothing can quicken, but he who is 
the life of the world : Nothing can fave, but 


that croſs, on which the Saviour died: Nothing 


can redeem, but that goſpel, which is t the _ cr 


of Goo to ſalvation. 
14. From theſe few doctrines of our own ex- 


cellent church, (for I have not leiſure to mention 
more, ) let us obſerve, how faithful ſhe is to her 
dear Bridegroom, her divine R 4. her Al- 
mighty Lord ! How much ſhe abominates that 
ſoirit of deiſm, the ſpirit of antichrit, which 


hath fo prevailed for many yc: s, under the 
plauſible notion, that chriiti.: mity is a reaſon- 


able ſervice: Indeed it is fo highly reaſonable; 
but not according to the natural reaſon of man, 
(1 Cor. ii. 15.) which, as a fallen principle, is 
dorrupt in its beſt ſtate; but of Gop : accord- 


ing to the divine Logos, in whom ate hid all the 


treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge. How does 
ſhe deteſt the principles of thoſe, who make the 


goſpel no more than a republication cf the law 


of nature ? giving the Son cf Gop the honour 


of ſubſcribing to their more admired Plato and 


Ariſtotle: Not knowing, that one great end of 
the goſpel, was to humble this pride of man; 
to pull down that rebellious reaſon, which has 
ſtarted up to the excluſion of faith daring to diſ- 
pute whether Gop had ſaid, Thou ſhalt not cat, 


for in the day that thou eateſt thou ſhalt ſurely 


die: Not conſidering that for this cauſe Chriſt 
emptied himſelf of his real excellencies, that 
man might be enabled to diveſt himſelf of his 


imagined ones; his boaſted reaſon, his fancied 


wiſdom, his darling ſelf-righteouineſs: In a word, 
not remembering, | that in order to have Chriſt 


ours, we muſt deny ourſelves: (Matt. xvi. 24. ) 


the ſevereſt act of which to the pride of man, is 


the caſting-down imaginations, the deftroving 


our reaſonings, LOGISTMOUS KATHAIROUN LES, 
as the original more ſtrongly expreſſes it, and 
every high thing that exalteth itſelf : againſt the 
knowledge of Gop, and bringing into cap- 
tivity every thought to the obedience or Chriſt, 
(2 Cor. x. 5.) 

15. But indeed, my brethren, theſe divine 
doctrines mn be rightly taught by us, unleſs 
there be divine tempers within us: for out of 
ne abundance of the heart, the mouth f. pe akech. 


If the miniſler have taſted the good word of ; 
Gon, and the power of the world to come; 
If he himſelf has redemption in the blood of 

Chriſt, even the forgiveneſs of his own fins, 
(Col. i. 14.) he cannot forbear rejoicing in God 
his Saviour; he cannot forbear preaching to 
others Jc{us Chriſt, and him crucified ; or at 


N the holy and juſt law of Gos (Rom. vi. 


11.) in its fpiritual ſenſe, in order to convince 
men of their want of Chriit. But if he Ritmfelt 
be aſleep in im. r, like St. Paul in his uncon- 
verted ſtate, alive without the jaw, (ver. 9.) 


If he be not fo far awakened as to experience 


his want of life. to hunger and thirſt aster the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt, (Vintt. v. 6) if he feel 

not che working of the Spirit of Chriſt ditt in 
him, he weill be ſo far from mentioning wh: at 
he hes not at heart; what he has not a parti 5 


cular inrcreft in hiꝛnſelf; ; he will ve ſo far from 


laving open the treatures of the goſpel, the 
myſte ries of the inward kingdom of heaven, 
that he will rather a%, though a maſler in 
Ifzae!, though as learned as Nicodemus, How 


can theſe thinos be? 


16. I come therefore to confider as briefly as 
I can the tempers we ſhouid be of, who are 


miniſters of Chrin, and would be Fairhful ftevw- 


ards of the myteries of Gov. 

17. And what are theſe, my brethren, but 
the ſame our Lord deſcribes as neceimry for 
every chriſtian, though more eminently for us. 
in the beginning of his divine ſermon on the 
mount? even poverty of ſpirit or a deep know- 
ledge of ourſelves ; a feeling ſenſe of our cor- 


ruption and miſery, ſo long as we are alicnated 


from the life of Gon, fo ſong as we have not 
put on Chriſt: An holy mourning, an utter 
refuſing to be comforted, while he is not in 
our hearts; meocknels, gentleneſs, not avenging 
ourſelves, but giving place unto wrath, re 
bearing one another, And forgiving one another, 


as Gov for Chriſt's ſake hath forgiven us: , 


hunger and thirſt after his righ teouſneſs, 
longing deiire after the fall renewal of our outs, 
according to the image af kim that created us, 


in righteouſneſs and was holineſs, mercifulneſs 


or love to all mankind, even ſuch a love to 
every ſoul of man, that we feel ourſelves ready 
to lay down our life for his ſake. Purity of 
heart, or that perfect love of Gon that (ale 
ont all other love, all inordinate feif-love, all 


love of the world, all unholy love of any crea 
ture, even ſuch a love of the one Gop as 


purgeth the heart from all its idols, cleanſeth 
us from all filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, and 
porifies us even as he is pure, (1 John iii. 3.) 
It remains only tur him who is thus conformed 
to the likeneſs of his Lord to be a peace-maker; 


8: | | - © zealo 8 
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+. Large and high, yet the coor into them is very is a greater act than to make ſuch a new hen- 1 
low] ſo that the high and arrogant man can- * ven ard earth, as is already made.” (Eomily 2 
nat tun in; but he mult ſtoop low and hum- for Regalien Week) If fo: where is the room for = 
ble himſelf that ſhall enter into it: and they thy gd works, O vain man! in the Almighty s 
ce only read them to profit, who are turned into affair of r juſtification ? Learn then to look upon NF 
* them, whoare molt inſpired with the Holy them in geo. e 4p" light; « \3 the fruits of that | 
1 Gro i in reading them, who in heart and life “ faith, whereby God has juſtified thee; and — 
* are altered and changed into that thing which © that as ſuch only are they a acceptable to him; 8 
40 * read.“ (read the Fryt be ri e and that thou art juſtied, (that i is, accounted 


From hence ſhe willech us to ch our peo- © righteous before God) only for the merit of "1 
1. thæir miſerable and damnable ſlate by nature; © our Lord and Saviour Jeſas Chriſt by faith. 
to ſhow them their fall in Adam, in whom all © and not for thy own works and deſervincs.” 
die; (in order to beget in them a ſenſe of the ne- (Article 11th, aud Famil on juſtification.) 
ceſſitv of their reſurrection to! ſpiritual life in Jeſus 11. This faith we are taught to deſcribe, as a 
Chrin) — to ſhew them, chat as his offspring, „ ſure truſt and confidence in Gop's merciful 
Rey are conceived and born in fin; that their in- promiſes, to be ſaved from everlaſting dam 
rd parts are very wickedne is; inſomuch that, “ nation by Chriſt:“ Or, « a ſure truſt and con- 
11 ile ey are born again, every imagination cfthe © fidence that our fins are forgiren us, and we | 7 
thous ts of their hearts is only evil continually, * reconciled to the favour of Go.” ( Hemily on 
(cn. vi. 5 to ſhow them, that this original ſalvation f mundi. ) 
; by rik-fin + whereby they are very far Lone 12. Now all works whatſoever, ſeem they 
m original righteouf mobs, in every man born never {9 ſpecious outwardly, ( Sermen cn good 
0 W550 the World, deſerreth God's wrath and evarks ; and Lomily on 200d avorts, and firſt of falt- 
by ee Article g.) and all this to awa- iy 9 be they never 10 naturally good, or moral; 


en them, to apprize them of their danger, and All good works before we have this faith. 
"IM G cut unto them toit want of a Yar! our; « before the inſpiration of CEritt's Spirit, are | 1 
8 nut they may come to Chriſt, as they are, for not pleaſing to Gop, (favs oar church) nei- -... RH 
= Wr he receiveth finner:! and whoſoever em « ther do they make men meet (O! death | ( "WW: 
1 to im Kcary and lary laden, he will in © ſtroke to the pride of all human merit!) to E 

= „ HS LAN out, (John vi. 37.) - * receive grace: Yea, rather for that they are 

10 take down vet more the pride of vain . not done as Gov hath willed and commanded 

þ in, always ambitiovs to iullify himſfelf, me © them to be done, (chat is, in faith and love) 

* 8 to ſhow . Artner; that man cannot oy « we doubt no t but that they have the nature 


nature {0 much as think a ous thought; that it + of in.” Cre. 1375.) And if any mon deny 
- any time rock an one comes into our hearts, this, or, © ah 


any man preſume to fy, that 
t is not of nature, but of -Gr: ce; it is the urav- 4 every? cm: all be ſaved by the law or fect 
of the Father unto the Son, without which ©. which! a proteites, ſo that he be diligent to 
* man cometh unto him, {Join vi. 4.) For : ame his life, cccor Ling to that law : and the 


daa th e candit ion of na aer the fall of Adam 4 light of nature, they are (by all who regard 


ech, hat he cannot turn and prepare 2 the judgment of our charch) to be held accurſed: 


* + 


ill, by at own natural tre be or god ork:, „ leeing holy ſeripture doch {ct ON unto us ON - i 
— Fr faith and Cain, upon 15 p 5; herefſare LY the Name of Jeſus Chrid, whereby men 

e, ene por y to 40 2 00d v V, or Ts without 5 121 The Ve ſave ed.“ FA,. 18 R | 
the grace o Cop by Cuil preve nti: Sus that . . Thoſe, doubtle 5, our church ſpeaæs of 


+ we may have a goo will, a ind workin Z with chiefly, (tor what have we to do to judge tho'e 
** 12 when we have tt good will.“ 745 by 10. that are without?) who, living under the mid- 
„ We ate more « {yr cially to labour under day fan of the goſpel, ſhut their eyes to it; ard 


dur Great High Prieft, us to convince men an Fohr up the limp ring taper of their On ra- 
ritt an, the not lelicviug ia him, (lohn xvi $ On: and natural under fanding 20 walk bv. Nove | 
&, Rom. Xi. 32.) ſo Ii them kno. x, chat nothi: 15 a though this one talent, Wilich all men have, * 
ee do can parchaſe Gov! s kr „our either in but which moit (with the unprofitable ſervant, 1 N 
Nile a: ia part, (Kan. iii. 2. Tit. iii. 5.) Matt. xxv. ig.) aue; may give fome- check 
5 Por ſürsly dere can he nu w orte of: any mortal to the torrent or outward fins although i: may 

„ © mm (de hentver 05 bol: „ that all de cou- be of uſe in civil life, and keep us tolerobly 19- 

; & vled in merits-w ith Chris maſt holy Act.“ cial, tolerably decent £ till we Ig necopte OF 1. 
(Huilr Geed-Fietag) © % juli, a inner; to velation: Vet let a men know it can 00 10 
ne CTC bim from a wi ked perion ta a more; nor did 805 4 eſign it foald, is N 
*. 71525085. man (hat is, a belicvet in Chri) Chriit alone that all tan 75 are reconciled. Ju 
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him are all the treaſures of wiſdom and know- 
ledge to reſtore all things upon earth (Rom. vit. 
22.) fallen with fallen man. Is Chriſt who 
is now the reſurrection and the life to the foul 
of man dead in fin, (Eph. ii 1.) fer verily the 
hour now is, when the dead may he:r the voice 
of the Son of Gon, and they that hear, that 
have cars to |:car, ſhall live, (John v. 25.) In 
a word, nothing can reſtore Gop's Nic 
fallen to ruin, but the great Dprewiovsdos 
himſelf: nothing can quicken, but he who is 
the life of the world: Nothing cn fave, but 
that cross, on which the Saviour "dic J: Nothing 
can redeem, but that Copel, which! 18 the tower 
of Gon to ſalvation. 

14. From theſe few doArines ous own ex- 
cellent church, (for I have not leiſme to mention 
more,) let us oblerve, how faithful fie is to her 
drar Bridegroom, her Giving cs d. her A. 


room 


myo! 2.4 Lord! How much ſne abominates that 


irit of deiſm, the ſpirit of atxtuchrift, Which 
hath ſo prevalied for many yes, 
plauſible ; notion, that chritt.nity is a reaſon- 
able fervice : Indeed it is ſo highly regſonable; 
but not according to the nat: ral reauſon of 12. 2 
(1 Cor. ih. 15.) which, as a fallen principle, 
+Orrnpe in its beſt ſtate; but of Gop: icon 
ing to the divine Logos, in whom ate hid all the 
treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge. 
ſhe deteſt the principles of thoſe, "who make the 
goſpel no more than a republication of the lav- 


of nature ? giving the Son ef Goo the honour 


o fubicribing to their more admired Plato ard 


Ariltotle : Not knowing, that one great end of 
the coſpel, was to pumb! e this pride of man; 
to pull down that rebellious reaton, which bas 
ſtarted up to the excluſion of faith Carine to diſ- 
pute whether Gop had ſaid, Thou thi: 't not cat, 
for in the day that thou cateſt thou ſhalt ſurely 
die: Not conſidering that for this cauſe Chr 1 
emptied himſelf of "his. real excellencie es, tha 
man might be enabled to diveſt llimſcif of kis 
imagined ones; his bored reaſon. his fancied 

vitdom, his darling ſelf: righteo: unteſs: In a word, 
not remembering, that in ord cr » have Chriſt 
curs, we muſt den y ourſelves: 
the ſerereſt act of which to the pride e of man, is 
the caſting-down imaginations, the deſtro ing 
our reaionings, LOGIST MOV'S KATHAIROUNTES, 
25 the original more ſtronolv expreſs it, and 

ery high thing that cx:] ſteth itlelf againſt the 
knon ledge of "Gov, and bring: ing into cap- 
tivity every thought to the obegience or Chriſt, 
(2 Cor. * | 

15. ut indeed, r my brethren, theſes divine 


eoetrines cannot he rigntiy ! taught oy ue, uniets 
th. 10 * be di ine tempers witiin us: for out of 
tre abundance of the heart, the mod. h ſpeaketk. 


s. can the trIpers we 


How does 


reſuſt ng to be comforted, 


. NC. 
in ee 15 and Ty» be 


4 * ttt. vi. 24.) ; 
or low to all man 


TD -: a 
12 — 


it the minilcr have taſted the good word of 
(:0 band the power of the world to come; 
If re himſelf has redemption in the blood of 
Chrin, even the fergiveneſs of his own fins, 
(Col. i. 14.) he cannot forbear rejoicing in Gov 
his Saviour; he cannot forbear Og to 
others ſeſus Chriſt, aud him crucified ; or at 
leaſt, the holy and int aw of Gos (Ro: IN 5 
9. 11.) in its {piritual ent, in or TY 


- CG —s de TON?” 


men of their want of Chrut. But it he Hitmtelf 


be aff» on in in, or, like St. Paul in his unen. 
verted ſtate, alire without the law, (ver. 3 
It he be not fo far awalencd as to ex heren 
his want of liſe, to mmaer and Nuri ante * 


7. ah: tcouſneis ©: 


no: ne working CG: 


* 2 Nas f * 5 ”Y | 1 
Ert. (Mint. v . 50 t; * fed 


08 Spuld of a if Wit: 


My * 11 Co a 10 LY? | whe . _ ; ” 
him, ke will be ſo far from mertionine uit 
he has not at heart; what he hs not i Bart. 
* To C * 2 - ; 414 To - © Arti 
cular intereſt in hrnafelt 3 he will de ſo far tron 


lJavint open the 


Myſteries of 


4 

1. 
d ha 

* 
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ii 


al 
8 res CY f:: golorl, 1e 
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1 we 
* wer I 


the 


Ld * * 
. * vt, en 4 4 5 
ratio i — 4% "Sat ne a . 


Ifzae!,. thouch as learned 45 Nie demus, How 


7 1 7 — * * P * 

can tack? tans Be? 
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8. 4 l res, * 


as briefly as 
ſhould be or, who are 
minillers W zit 1 and would be faithrul lle e 
ar 5 of the ml ores of Goh. | 
7. And what are theſe, my brethren, but 
Fey ſame. our Lord deſeribes as neceiſry for 
every chriſtian, though more eminently for 1e, 
in the beginning of his divine ſermon on the 
mount? even poverty of ſpirit or a deep know- 
ledge of ourſelves ; 3 a fe cling ſenſe of our cor- 
ruption and miſery, fo long as we are alicaated 
from the life of Gop, fo long aus we have not 
put on Chriſt: An holy mourning, an utter 
while he is not in 
our hearts 3 meokneſs, gentleneſs, not avenging 
ourſelves, but giving place unto Wrath, "For 


to oonlider 


bearing one another, and foroiving one another, 


as Cob for Chriſt's uke kath forgiven us: 1 
hunger and thirſt after bi; righteouſneſs, 

longing deũre aſter the fail renewal of our ſouis, 
ding to the image af him that created us, 
holineſe, mereifulnets 
kind, even ſuch a love to 


= ; - * FF 
ever ſoul Or man, 19 EF we _ . CS Tca dg 


tl Io: „ don or lite ſor his fake, Purity 60 
heart e, Or _ perfect Jove of (30D that (a en 
nt all other love, all inordinate 4 r at] 


love of the 1 al! unholy love of any crea- 
ture, even fect a love of the one Gob 4s 
purgeth the heart fem all its ic 1018, Cleanſeth 
us from all #:2invis of fleſh and ſpirit, and 
* rides AA he is WY "oy 'l Jah mn iii. 1.) 
It remains oni, zer him ho 1: thus conformed 
to the likeneſs Ct KN. Ford to be a prace-maker'; 
£2330 8 
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ealous of good works; doing good unto all him be your miniſter, [DrAxovos] and who- 


men: And to rejoice and be ena "as glad, ſoever will be chief among you, let him be 
While he is perſecuted for righteouſneſs ſake ; your ſervant, (Luke xxii. 26.) even as the 


While the world, all thoſe who are unrighteous, 
that is, unbelievers, do (becauſe he is not of 


the world) revile him, and fay all manner of 


evil againſt him falſly for the Son of man's ſake. 
18. But whether we be going among men 
through honour or diſhonour, through evil re- 
port or good report. Nothing is ſo highly 
© honourable in itſelf, ſays a chriſtian writer, as 
to bear a part in the prieſthood of Chriſt, 
© and to be employed in the work of the mi- 
niſtry. But then it ſhould be well conſidered, 
that this is only honourable in the ſame ſenſe, 
© as it may be ſaid, that nothing is more ho- 
_ © nourable than to ſuffer as a martyr. It is an 
. © honour that is as different from all the worldly 


EF 3 « Goure and diſtinction, as the glory of Chrift 
upon the croſs is different from the triumphs 
_ - - of an earthly prince. When therefore we 


* think of the honour and dignity of the pa- 
ſtoral function, we ſhould be careful to re- 
member that it is only the honour of dying 
© a martyr; the honour of humbling, abaſin 
and facrificing ourſelves with Chriſt ; — 
continuing the exerciſe of his ſuffering prieſt- 
hood, for the ſalvation of the world. F 
19. And hence it evidently follows, that an 
utter renunciation of all worldly tempers, an 
abhorrence of the very air of grandeur and 
ſigure in the world, and a conſtant ſpirit of 
_ univerſal ſelf-denial, are more indiſpenſably ne- 
ceſſary for us, in order to the ſucceſsful diſ- 
charge of our office, than to other chriſtians. 
We eſpecially need the deepeſt humility, and 
the moſt thorough ſelf. abaſement, that-we may 
bring every thought inta captivity to the obe- 
dience of Chriſt: that being emptied of our- 
ſelves, we may continually look unto him in 
whom all fulneſs dwcils, as our wiſdom and 
#rength; (for who is ſuicient for theſe things?) 
and may rejoice that we are ever dependent 
on bim, without whom we cipeczally can do 
nothing. And he is the greateſt among the 
miniſters of Chriſt, whether biſhop or prieſl, 
who is molt conformed to his Lord by an hum- 
ble love, by an unwearied care of his ſheep ; 
and by ſtooping to the meaneſt offices to ſerve 
them. Ve know, ſays our Lord, that the princes 
of the gentiles exerciſe dominion over them, 
and they that are great exerciſe authority upon 
them; Bur 1T sHAEL NOT BE SO AMONG YOU; 
but whotoever will be great among you, let 


indeed. If we preach Chriſt crucified, or 


ſcience. 


Son of man came not to be miniftered unto, 
but to miniſter, [D1aKoNEEsSa1] and to give his 
life a ranſom for many. 

20. Yet once more, It is more eſpecially 
needful for us, to be patient and long-ſuffering : 
For if we preach the croſs, indeed, my brethren, 
we ſhall carry it: This being a doctrine which 
the world never could bear, and though | 
called chriſtian, never will, till it is chriſtian 
ce 
here and glory hereafter, through his blood 
alone, the offence of the croſs will attend us 
ſtill: and we ſhall ſhare as. St. Paul did, when 
he determined to know nothing elſe : We ſhall 
be among our people in weakneſs and fear, 
and muc „ Though, at the ſame 
time, ſuch a paradox is the chriſtian ſpirit, We 


ſhall be in nothing terrified by our adverſaries: 


But having ſuch hope, even that hope that 
maketh not aſhamed, we ſhall uſe great plain - 
neſs of ſpeech: Not fearing the faces of men, 


we ſhall declare unto them the whole counfel 


of Gop: and ſhall accordingly take them 
to record, both now, and in the great day, 
that we are pure from the blood of all 
men. 5 "= | 


21. If theſe tempers, my brethren, be in us, 


and abound, they will influence our lives, and 


cauſe us to adorn the goſpel of Gop our Saviour 
in all things: And fo indeed it behoveth 
us to do; being holy in all manner of conver- 
ſation, blameleſs, vigilant, ſober, of good be- 
haviour, apt to teach, not . given to wine, no 


ſtrikers, not given to filthy lucre, not cove- 


tous, but holding the myſtery of faith, even 
Chriſt in us the * of glory, in a pure con- 
It behoveth us above all to confeſs 
Chriſt before men: For every miniſter of Chriſt 
is by profeſſion, not only a believer, but a 
confeſſor alſo. He is called, with his Maſter, 
to witneſs a good confeſſion both before Hcrod 
and Pontius Pilate ; before our modern Jews 
and Gentiles : And that with a holy boldneſs, 
whether they will hear, or whether they will 
forbear. For the world, which has not even 
yet received the Spirit of Truth, will threaten, 
and ſtraitly command us not to teach in this 
Name; (Acts iv. 17. 18.) that is, not to preach 
ſalvation in it aLoxs, (ver. 12.) without our 
works, as conditions : Without our own righ- 
teouſneſs, or merit in part; which ſingle thought 
over- 


+ Se Ar. Laws ſerious anfever to Dr. Trapp, a beck that deſerves the deeper? cenſedi ration, and fiim 


cere/t thanks cf V7) Cher? nau. 


moved either by 


bas 


overturns the defign of the goſpel of Chriſt. 
But let us, my brethren, if we are called to this 
goſpel, preach it in truth: Let us publiſh and 
offer the free gift to all men, the gift by grace, 
which is by one man Jeſus Chriſt, (Rom. v. 15.) 
And indeed, 'if we know that we ourſelves are 
juſtified freely, (Rom. iii. 24.) we ſhall rejoice, 
and cry out with the prophet, Ho! every one 
that thirſteth, come ye to the waters, and he 
that hath no money; come ye, buy and eat; 
yea come, buy wine and milk without money 
and without price, (Iſa. lv. 1.) Yea, having taſt- 
ed ourſelves that the Lord is gracious, and, 


what is till a farther incitement, being put in by th 


truſt with the goipe; we ſhall, without being 

e ſmiles or threats of an un- 
believing world, preach the glad tidings ; 
„ Peace u 
* that the Son of man hath ſtill power upon 
<< earth to forgive fins: Nay, that the goſpel 
« is the KNOWLEDGE OF SALVATION BY THE 
4 FORGIVENESS OF sixs.“ This we ſhall be 
| Inſtant in; in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon: And 
that more eſpecially becauſe we ſee with our 
eyes, the time is come when men cannot endure 
| ſound doctrine, but after their own luſts turn a- 
way their ears from truth unto fables : even fa- 
blies of Satan's deviſing, that other goſpel which 
the apoſtle complains of, (Gal. i. 6, 7, 8, 9.) 


Viz. Salvation by the law of works; or juſtifi- 


cation by a natural, a barely moral, or human 
righteouſneſs, inſtead of the compleat, the all- 
ſufficient righteouſneſs of Gop, (Rom. iii. 21, 
22. Rom. x. 3, 4.) imputed to the believer : 
(Rom. iv. 22, 23, 24.) and a formal, loveleſs, 
_ outward religion, inſtead of the new nature; the 
KAINEE KTISIS; (2 Cor. ii. 17.) the faith that 
| worketh by love, (Gal. v. 6. ch. vi. 15.) the 
reſtoration of the ſoul in the image of Gov, 
(Gal. iv. 19.) 

22. In a word, my brethren, let us always 
look to him that appointed us, and hear his 
weighty words ſtill ſounding in our ears, As 
my Father hath ſent me, fo ſend I you: Let 
us conſider what we are appointed to, no com- 
mon ſtewardſhip indeed! Let us always fo act 


and ſpeak, as workers together with the great 


High- Prieſt of our profeſſion: And then we 
| ſhall give no offence in anything, that the mi- 
niſtry be not blamed, but ſhall in all things ap- 


prove ourſelves as the miniſters of God; in 
much patience, in afflictions, in neceſſities, in 


diſtreſſes; yea, it may be in ſtripes, in impri- 
ſonments, in tumults, in labours: For we know 


EIT 


(9) 


RISMENO!1 ſeparated from the world to the 


„ good-will towards men! 


from the time that the Holy Ghoſt made you an 


| Gop the Son as a preſent Saviour, as that Jeſus 


not how ſoon „ who dare to preach the go- 
ſpel of n in purity, 
out any human mixtures, (that is, corruptions). 
may be called to this. Let us always remem- 
ber the near relation to himſelf wherewith our 
Lord honours us, even that of being his KLEE 
Ros, his own lot; that we are not only with 
other chriſtians called to be ſaints, but AHO- 


ſpel of Gov. So ſhall we make it our own 

eſs, to have our converſation as it becometh 
that goſpel ; to adorn it by pureneſs, by know- 
ledge, by love unfeigned, by the word of truth, 
e power of God accompanying our mini- 
ſtry; by the armour of righteouſneſs on the right 
hand and on the left; by honour and diſnonour; 
by evil report and good 
the eſteem of the world, (2 Cor. vi.) and yet 
true! as unknown, yet well known; as dying, 
and behold we live; as chaſtned and not killed; 


as ſorrowful, yet always rejoicing ; as poor, yet A * I 
making many rich; as having nothing, and yet 


poſſeſſing all things. 


L come now to the laſt thing propoſed in this ® 


diſcourſe, which was to enquire whether we do 
theſe doctrines, and have ſuch tempers, 

and lead ſuch lives as become the high charaQter 
we bear, Miniſters of Car1sT, and ſtewards 
« of the myſteries of Gop.F” 8 
1. And here, my brethren, my want of per- 
ſonal acquaintance with you, obliges me to ap- 
peal to your hearts, whether each of you have, 


overſeer of the flock of Chriſt, not incidently 
mentioned thoſe great truths preſcribed us by 
our church, but made them the conſtant ſubject 
of all your diſcourſes ; and inculcated them from 
your hearts? You gave your aſſent and conſent 
to them. Have you preached them according- 
ly? If not, enquire into the motive and ſpring 
of ſuch your aſſent and conſent. Have you, to 
be more particular, preached Gon the Father, 
as the Father of every believer, ſhedding his 
love abroad in his heart? Have you preached 


(Matt. i. 21.) that faves his people from their 
fins now, in order to ſave them from the conſe- 
quence, from the wages of fin hereafter? Have 
you preached him as the Mediator, whole birth, 
liſe, death, reſurrection and aſcenſion are to 
have their preſent eſfects on believers? Have 
you ſet him forth as the image of Gop to be 
formed in their hearts by faich; as their Sa- 
| viour, 
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report; as deceivers, in 


acalous of good works; doing good unto all 
men: And to rejoice and be exceeding glad, 
while he is perſecuted for righteouſneſs fake ; 
while the world, all thoſe who are unrighteous, 


that is, unbelievers, do (becauſe he is not of 
the world) revile him, and ſay all manner of 


evil againſt him falſly for the Son of man's ſake. 
18. But whether we be going among men 
through honour or diſhonour, through evil re- 
port or good report. Nothing is ſo highly 
© honourable in itſelf, ſays a chriſtian writer, as 
to hear a part in the prieſthood of Chriſt, 
and to be employed in * work of the mi- 
* nittry. But then it ſhould be well conſidered, 
that this is only honourable in the ſame ſenſe, 
das it may be ſaid, that nothing is more ho- 


< nourable than to ſuffer as a martyr. It is an 


. * honour that is as different from all the worldly 


* foure and diſtinction, as the glory of Chriſt 


© upon the croſs is different from the triumphs 
of an earthly prince. When therefore we 
* * think of the honour and dignity of the pa- 
floral function, we ſhould be careful to re- 
member that it is only the honour of dying 
© a martyr; the honour of humbling, abaſing 
and facrificing ourſelves with Chriſt ; an 
« continuing the exerciſe of his ſuffering prieſt- 
hood, for the falvation of the world.“ i 
19. And hence it evidently follows, that an 


utter renunciation of all worldly tempers, an 


abhorrence of the very air of grandeur and 
figure in the world, and a conſtant ſpirit of 
_ univerſal ſelf-denial, are more indiſpenſably ne- 
ceſſary for us, in order to the ſucceſsful diſ- 
charge of our office, than to other chriſtians. 
We efpecially need the deepett humility, and 
the moſt thorough ſelf-abaſement, that-we may 
bring every thought into captivity to the obe- 
dlience of Chriſt: that being emptied of our- 
ieives, we may continually look unto him in 
whom ail tulrets decils, as our wiſdom and 
#rengthsz (for who is ſu hien: for theſe things?) 
aud may reaice tha: we are ever dependent 
on bim, without whom we cipectally can do 
nothing. And he is the greateſt among the 
miniſters of Chriſt, whether biſhop or prietl, 
who is moſt conformed to his Lord by an hum- 
ble love, by an unwearicd care of his ſheep ; 
and by ſtooping to the meaheſt offices to ſerve 
them. Ye know, fays our Lord, that the princes 
cf the gentiles exerciſe dominion over them, 
and they that are great exerciſe authority upon 
them; BUT 1T SHAZL NOT BE O AMONG YOU; 


but whotoever will de great among you, let 


(8). 


him be your miniſter, [DI Axoxvos] and who- 
ſoever will be chief among you, let him be 
your ſervant, (Luke xx11. 26.) even as the 
Son of man came not to be miniſtered unto, 
but to miniſter, [ DIAKOxEESsAI] and to give his 
life a ranſom for many. "7H 
20. Yet once more, It is more eſpecially 
needful for us, to be patient and long-ſuffering : 


For if we preach the croſs, indeed, my brethren, 


we ſhall carry it: This being a doctrine which 
the world never yet could bear, and though 


called chriſtian, never will, till it is chriſtian. 


indeed. If we preach Chriſt crucified, or grace 


here and glory hereafter, through his blood 


alone, the offence of the croſs will attend us 
fill: and we ſhall ſhare as St. Paul did, when 
he determined to know nothing elſe : We ſhall 


be among our people in weakneſs and fear, 
and much trembling : Though, at the fame 


time, ſuch a paradox is the chriſtian ſpirit, We 


ſhall be in nothing terrified by our adverſaries : 


But having ſuch hope, even that hope that 
maketh not aſhamed, we ſhall uſe great plain- 
neſs of ſpeech: Not fearing the faces of men, 
we ſhall declare unto them the whole counfel 
of God: and ſhall accordingly take them 
to record, both now, and in the great day, 


that we are pure from the blood of all 


men. 


in all things: And ſo indeed it behoveth 
us to do; being holy in all manner of conver- 
ſation, blameleſs, vigilant, ſober, of good be- 
haviour, apt to teach, not given to wine, no 


ftrikers, not given to filthy lucre, not cove- 


tous, but holding the myſtery of faith, even 


Chriſt in us the hope of glory, in a pure con- 


ſcience. It behoveth us above all to confeſs 


Chriſt before men: For every miniſter of Chriſt. 


is by profeſſion, not only a believer, but a 
confeſſor alſo. He is called, with his Maſter, 
to witneſs a good confeſſion both before Hcrod 
and Pontius Pilate ; before our modern Jews 
and Gentiles: And that with a holy boldneſs, 


whether they will hear, or waether they will 


forbear. For the world, which has not even 
yet received the Spirit of Truth, will threaten, 
and ſtraitly command us not to teach in this 
Name; (Adds iv. 17. 18.) that is, not to preach 
ſalvation in it 4LOxZ, (ver. 12.) without our 
works, as conditions: Without our own righ- 
teouſncſo, or merit in part; which ſingle thought 

| over- 


— 
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21. If theſe tempers, my brethren, be in us, 
and abound, they will influence our lives, and 
cauſe us to adorn the goſpel of Gop our Saviour 


overfarns the defign of the goſpel of Chriſt. 
But let us, my brethren, if we are called to this 
goſpel, preach it in truth: Let us publiſh and 
offer the free gift to all men, the gift by grace, 
which is by one man Jeſus Chriſt, (Rom. v. 15.) 
And indeed, if we know that we ourſelves are 


_ Juſtified freely, (Rom. iii. 24.) we ſhall rejoice, 


and cry out with the prophet, Ho! every one 
that thirſteth, come ye to the waters, and he 
that hath no money; come ye, buy and eat; 
yea come, buy wine and milk without money 
and without price, (Iſa. lv. 1.) Yea, having taſt- 


ed ourſelves that the Lord is gracious, and, 


what is ſtill a farther incitement, being put in 
truſt with the goſpel; we ſhall, without being 


moved either by the ſmiles or threats of an un- 


believing world, preach the glad tidings ; 
« Peace upon nd, good-will towards men ! 


„that the Son of man hath till power upon 


<< earth to forgive ſins: Nay, that the goſpel 


« ig the KNOWLEDGE OF SALVATION BY THE 


© FORGIVENESS OF sixs.“ This we ſhall be 


inſtant in; in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon : And 


that more eſpecially becauſe we ſee with our 


eyes, the time is come when men cannot endure 
ſound doctrine, but after their own luſts turn a- 
way their ears from truth unto fables: even fa- 
bles of Satan's deviſing, that other goſpel which 


the apoſtle complains of, (Gal. i. 6, 7, 8, 9.) 
vi. Salvation by the law of works; or juſtifi- 
cation by a natural, a barely moral, or human 


righteouſneſs, inſtead of the compleat, the all- 
ſufficient righteouſneſs of Gop, (Rom. iii. 21, 


22. Rom. x. 3, 4.) imputed to the believer : 


(Rom. iv. 22, 23, 24.) and a formal, loveleſs, 


outward religion, inſtead of the new nature; the 
 KAINEE KTI1sSIS; (2 Cor. 11. 17.) the faith that 


worketh by love, (Gal. v. 6. ch. vi. 15.) the 


reſtoration of the foul in the image of Gon, 


(Gai. i. 19.) 
22. In a word, my brethren, let us always 
look to him that appointed us, and hear his 


weighty words ſtill ſounding in our cars, As 


my Father hath ſent me, fo ſend I you: Let 


us conſider what we are appointed to, no com- 

mon ſtewardſhip indeed! Let us always ſo act 
and ſpeak, as workers together with the great 
High-Prieſt of our profeſſion: And then we 


ſhall give no offence in anything, that the mi- 
niſtry be not blamed, but ſhall in all things ap- 


prove ourſelves as the miniſters of God; in 
much patience, in afflictione, in neceſſities, in 


diſtreſſes; yea, it may be in ſtripes, in impri- 
fonments, in tumults, in labours : For we know 


ee 0 2 


k 


(9) ” 


not how ſoon they, who dare to preach the go- 
ſpel of Chriſt, EN ayTHARs14, in purity, with- 
out any human mixtures, (that is, corruptions). 
may be called to this. Let us always remem- 
ber the near relation to himſelf wherewith our 
Lord honours us, even that of being his KLEE 
Ros, his own lot; that we are not only with 
other chriſtians called to be ſaints, but APHO- 
RISMENOI ſeparated from the world to the 
ſpel of God. So ſhall we make it our own bu- 
ineſs, to have our converſation as it becometh 
that goſpel ; to adorn it by pureneſs, by know- 
ledge, by love unfeigned, by the word of truth, 
by the power of Gop accompanying our mini- 
ſtry ; by the armour of righteouſneſs on the right 
hand and on the left; by honour and diſhonour ; 
by evil report and good report; as deceivers, in 
the eſteem of the world, (2 Cor. vi.) and yet 
true! as unknown, yet well known; as dying, 
and behold we live; as chaſtned and not killed; _ 
as ſorrowful, yet always rejoicing ; as poor, yet 


making many rich ; as having nothing, and yet 


poſſeſſing all things. | 


I come now to the laſt thing propoſed in this 
diſcourſe, which was to enquire whether we do 
preach theſe doctrines, and have ſuch tempers, 
and lead ſuch lives as become the high character 
we bear, Miniſters of CHRIST, and ſtewards 
4 of the myſteries of Gop. f - 

1. And here, my brethren, my want of per- 
ſonal acquaintance with you, obliges me to ap- 
peal to your hearts, whether each of you have, 
from the time that the Holy Ghoſt made you an 
overſeer of the flock of Chriſt, not incidently 
mentioned thoſe great truths preſcribed us by 
our church, but made them the conſtant ſubject 
of all your diſcourſes ; and inculcated them from 
your hearts? You gave your aſſent and conſent 
to them. Have you preached them according- 
ly ? If not, enquire into the motive and ſpring 
of ſuch your aſſent and conſent. Have you, to 
be more particular, preached Gop the Father, 
as the Father of every believer, ſhedding his 


love abroad in his heart? Have you preached 


Gop the Son as a preſent Saviour, as that Jeſus. 
(Matt. i. 21.) that ſaves his people from their 
{ins now, in order to ſave them from the conſe- 


quence, from the wages of fin hereafter? Have 


you preached him as the Mediator, whote birth, 
liſe, death, reſurrection and aſcenſion are to 
have their preſent eſſects on believers? Have 
you ſet him forth as the image of Gop to be 
formed in their hearts by faith; as their Sa- 
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actions of our nature ſo juſtified. 


| . vious, E18 TO PANTELES, to the uttermoſt, or 
.# into that which is all perfect? Have you preach- 
ee. the Holy Ghoſt as the Lord and 


giver of 
life; as giving life to the dead in treſpaſſes and 
fins; and ſanctifying them body, foul and ſpi- 


Tit? Have you laboured more abundantly under 


him to reprove your flock of unbelief and fin; 
(Joffn xvi. 8.) to convince them of their miſe- 


rable and damnable ſtate by nature; of that ori- 


ginal or birth-fin, whereby they are altogether 
corrupt and abominable, full of pride, of a re- 
bellious ſelf-will, and all uncleanneſs; and all 
this in love to their dying ſouls, to apprize 


them of their utter want of a Saviour? Have 
you ſo recommended the ſcriptures, as being on- 
ly poſſible to be underſtood by the inſpiration of 
the Holy Ghoſt ? Have you inſtantly told your 


ple, that they cannot turn or prepare them- 


| ſelves for that faith, whereby alone they muſt 


be ſaved; but that as jt is Gov's gift alone, 


(Eph. ii. 8. Phil. i. 29.) it muſt be diligently 


ſought by prayer ? (Matt. vii. 7, 11.) Have you 
told them that all works done before they have 


this faith, all their natural, or barely moral 
works without faith, grace, and the love of 
Bop, have in them the nature of ſin? [ 
ticle 13, and the firſt part of the Homily of good 
works annexed to faith]. Have you been con- 


read ar- 


tinually ſhewing them that we are juſtified, that 


is, forgiven and accounted righteous before 
God, by faith alone; and that the only works 


pleaſing to Gov, and neceſſary, as its fruits are, 
the grateful, loving labours, or hearty, ſincere 
To fay no 
more; have you told them, that the true faith 
i5 a ſure truſt and confidence in God, that by 


the merits of Chriſt our fins are forgiven, and 
we reconciled to the favour of Gov. 


[See the 
third part of the Homily of ſalvation by faith.] 
2. That. theſe fundamental doctrines of the 


' reformation are not generally preached among 
us, is too notorioully true to be denied :* And 


hence ariſes, without queſtion, the low eſteem 
that our articles and homilies are in at this 


day: Although, *tis ſure, they are as neceſſary 


to be read and expounded now, as when they 


were at firft ſet forth : The latter in particular, 
which are enjoined not only to be ſuberibed to, 
but preached under the thirty-fifth article. And 
this I mention not ſo much to guard us now a- 
gainſt the leſter errors of popery, as againſt the 


ercatelt of them all- that which carries in its 
torchead the mark of antichriſt, the mark of the 
beaſt; I mean that other goſpel, juſtification by 


a human or moral righteouſneſs : For this 18 
that damning unbelief—This is the fin againſt 
the goſpel of Chriſt : For indeed if righteouſneſs 
come by the law, then is Chrift dead in vain : 
Then is all our preaching vain : Then is our 
faith vain ; Then are both we and our people 
yet in our fins. | | 

3. But to return: Have we ſuch tempers as 
become the miniſters of Chrift, and faithtul ſtew 


ards of the myſteries of Gor ? Are we poor in 


ſpirit? have we a deep feeling ſenſe of our 
ſpiritual death, our inward corruption? Are we 
mourning after Gop? Do our own hearts fo 
ſhew us the unbelief and wickedneſs of the un- 
godly, (Pf. xxxvi. 1.) as to cauſe us to beſeech 
our people to pray uiftantly for faith, and to be 
cleanſed from all filthineſs of fleſh and fpirit ? 
Are we gentle to all men, quiet, patient, meek, 
long-ſuffering ? Are we athirſt for Gop ? Do ue 


hunger and long after his falvation ? Are we full 


of bowels of mercies? loving to one another, 
yea all mankind, as Chriſt loved us? Are we 
pure in heart, not loving the world, neither the 
things of the world, neither its honours, nor 
riches, nor vanities : But loving the Lord our 


Go with all our hearts, being always happy in 


him, rejoicing in him evermore, praying to 
him without ceaſing ; and in every thing giving 
thanks, more eſpecially in being perſecuted for 
his Name's fake ? ne es po 
4. Is this ſpirit our ſpirit? or is that mind in 
us which was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus ? (Phil. ii. 5.) 
Are we dead, the proper effect in 8 
(Rom. vi. Col. ii. 12.) and is our life hid with 
Chriſt in Gop ? (Col. iii. 3) Are we crucified 
unto the world, and the world crucified unto 


us? And ina word, are your lives anſwerable to 


theſe tempers? If ſo; whence this ambition? 
this courting the world? This labouring after 


honours and preferments ? whence this hunger- 


ing and thiriing after rich livings, after lord- 
ſtip and title and dominion ? Do we heap living 
upon living in proof of our being crucifed to the 
world? Do we take this ſtate upon ourſelves in 
obedience to that command of him, whom we 
call our maſter, Ir SHALL NOT BE $0 AMONG 
You,” but whoſoever will be chief among you, 


let him be your miniſter, whoſoever will be 


great among you, let him be your ſervant? 
g. Indeed, my brethren, howſoever many 
may have thought that the goſpel muſt ſubmit 
to times and ſeaſons, and be accommodated to 


the modes and faſhions of the ages it paſies 


through: From the beginning it was not fo: 
| No, 
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This may be proved üg diſpute f am numbers of the met celebrated ſermons within this laſt 


uo. 
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